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Words of Greeting

By Yasunari Kuwahara
(President of Kansai Japan-India Cultural Society)

1t can be said that the starting point of Japanese culture is found in India.
The relationship between the two countries 1is characterized by lhe historical con-
nection through Buddhistic culture as well as today's close political and economic
ties.

Thirty- three years have passed sicne the Kansai Japan-India Cultural Society
was established (officially recognized by the Indian Government in 1958) in comme-
moration of the conclusion of the Indo-Japanese Cul tural Agreement at the time of
the visit of the late Prime Minister Nehru, The Purpose of establishing the Society
was to deepen the friendly ties and mutual understanding between the two countries.
Since then, the Society has regularly held monthly meetings and various study get-
together on Indian religion, arts, history as well as economy. It has also organized
lots of cultural events 1ike gatherings for enjoying Indian dance, music, foods etc.
1t has naturally received all sorts of cultural missions dispatched by the Government
of India and contributed to the formation of Discover-India travel groups and cultur-
al missions from Japan. Moreover, it has made efforts in assisting those people who
wish to imtroduce, disseminate or study Indian culture. One of the most impressive
events was the “Kobe India Week” in January 1984. The great success of the "Festi-
val of India” held in Kobe in 1088 under the co-auspices of the Society is fresh in
everyone' s memory.

It is nothing but the result of these efforts that the Seciety has been accorded
honour on various occasions: The Mayor of Kobe City bestowed the “Kobe International
Exchange Award” on the Society. The Governor of Hyogo Prefecture awarded the “Award
of Merit of the Prefecture” to the President of the Society in his private capacity.

It is my greatest pleasure o announce that the “Japan-India Culture”, the col-
lection of theses written by the distinguished members of the Society has now been
published in an atiempt to cultivate a better understanding of Indian Culture and to
promote India Study in this country.

In conclusion, 1 would 1iké to solicit the reader’s everlasting co-operation

and encouragement to the Society. .
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“See you again” instead of “Sayonara”

Dharam Vir Mohan

(Former Consul General of India to Western Japan)

When I arrived at Osaka Airport on 21st May 1987, it appeared to me more of
a home-coming than coming to another foreign country. My subconscious mind was
telling me that I had been here before. I had come to Japan only once before and
stayed at Tokyo from 1 to 3 March ’87. That brief official visit from Korea could
not have produced such a strong impression. It must be the experience from my
past life which was telling me ‘You have been here’--- “You have been here.’

During my over 36 years of service with the Government of India, of which 32
years were in the diplomatic service, I have had 6 assignments abroad of which
three were in the glorious East---to Laos, to Korea and finally to Japan; two were
in the Middle East---io Iran and Kuwait, and one to Belgium in Europe. In Japan
I have mainly stayed in Kobe in Hyogo which is a miniature Japan itself. When I
hand over my charge on 1 July 1991, I would have stayed a total of 1,500 days of
my life in Kobe. Right from the days I was a child I have been fascinated by Japan,
My impression of those days about Japan are associated with Japanese toys, especially
the Japanese clay dolls which I had first seen in the house of a friend at Amritsar.
in Punjab. His family was in textile business at Kobe before the Second World Kar.
The second and more vivid impression is of Persimmon which was grown in India at that
time and & fruit which did not have an Indian name. It was called “Japanese Phal”,
meaning Japanese fruit., My memories of the Second World War are not associated so much
with its horrors but more with the hospitality granted by Japan to one of our great
freedom fighters, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose who with the help of Japan fought for the
independence of India. .

After my school graduation in 1947, I had an offer of a job from an Indian com-

pany which was doing textile business at Kobe. I preferred to join the University. ,
Again during my first posting abroad to Laos I was planning to come to Kobe on mid-ter@

leave---in May 1963---but had to go to India to marry according to the wishes of my
grandmother whose world was like the world of God to me. In 1971~T2 I joined the

School of Foreign Languages in India to study the Japanese language, but what I sdudiaﬂ
I forgot because I did not get a chance, for 15 years, to come to Japan and to practiSB'
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my Japanese. 1 am thankful to the Hyogo International Association which gave me a
chance to join its Japanese classes and to help me in reviving some words of the know-
iedge of the Japanese language which had lain dormant in my mind. Again [ came geo-
graphically nearer to Japan in October 1985 when I was posted to Seoul and from where
I made a brief trip.to Tokyo in March 1987. 1
In Kobe 1 find an ethnic Indian atmosphere, especially in the Ki tanc-cho/Yamamoto- E‘
dori area where [ have lived along with hundreds of Indian nationals whose forefathers f
were doing textile business at Kobe for many years., On my arrival in Kobe when I calledﬁi
on the ex-Mayor Nr. Tatuso Miyazaki, I was informed by him that many years back Indian i
businessmen lived and conducted their textile business from an area around the present
City Office and that this area was popularly known as Bombay Town. I was very pleased
to know this. The abundance of Indian restaurants like Gaylord, Gandhara, Maya, Ajmer
and others has helped the preservation of an Indian atmosphere in Kebe which has more
Indians than Tokyo, Yokohama, Iwakuni and Okinawa or other places in Japan which also

have a concentration of Indian population,

I have travelled a lot throughout my jurisdiction which extends over 23 of the 47
prefectures in Japan but I have travelled more extensively in the Hyogo Prefecture which i
touches both the Japan Sea and the Pacific Ocean. I was lucky to have my residence near
Suwayama Park which is on the foot of Mount Futatabi where I have been going for my
morning walks for most of my period of stay here, I shall car;y with me deep in my mind :
vivid impressions of my daily visits to the temple at Futatabi mountains, my rounds
around the Futatabi Lake and on occasions my sitting with Japanese people at different
restaurants on the route of my morning ocutings and taking Japanese-style breakfast with
them. I have been visiting different shrines in Kobe city, starting with Ikuta Shrine
on the New Year's Nights and on lst January, 1988, had the rare glimpse of watching the
sunrise from Futatabi Mountain and see the fantastic sight of the Sun coming up like a
big diamond on the New Year morning. Unfortunately, because of cloudy weather this
experience could not be repeated again, fAnother very strong image in my mind is that of
the beautifu] Himeji castle which is quité unique and impressive when compared to so i
many other Japanese castles, I will also remember my three visits to Takarazuka and '

ayeE
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to personally see the Takarazuka show which is uique in the world. Hyogo with its

mountains., lush green forests and easy access to the sea will always be remembered by_f'

me for the rest of my life. 1 am very much impressed by the transport system whether %
it is train, subway, bus, car or taxi. The deepest impression that Japan is a countryf
where speaking is not considered a virtue I got during my travel in public transport, R‘
khen early in the morning I see Japanese children going in uniforms to their respective
schools, the image of such children in India who also have to work very hard in their .
schools fo get admission into prestigious institutes of higher education there comes
to my mind immediately., Children are the same everywhere,

In India we believe in the past and in the future. We all know of our present
and something about our past but nothing of our future. Some people with a little
intuition can know something about their past lives and of their future, 1 can, there-.
fore, claim that I was in Japan before and I shall come to this country again in the
near future in my private capacity and help in further strengthening the century-old
trade, cultural, religious and spiritual ties between our two sisterly countries.

I find that the slogan “Internationalization” is very popular in Japan, and

different prefectural governments, city governments and others are vying with each
other to excel each other in this area. It is all very good. However, [ feel that

in such a pursuit one should never forget one's past heritage and one’s neighbours
with whom one has had relationships and association for ceﬁ%uries, I mean, the coun-
tries in Asia, Asia has resources both material as well as human., The laiter enables

Asia to be a big consumer market. I, therefore, feel and advise the people of Hyogo

|

Prefecture to give due importance to the countries of Asia while continuing their
efforts for the internationalization of the beautiful Prefecture and preparing for
the 21st century.

Finally 1 take this opportunity to thank President Kuwahara of Kwansai Indo-Japan
Cultural Society, His Excellency Mr. Toshitami Kaihara, Governor of Hyogo Prefacture,
Mr. Tatsuo Miyazaki, ex-Mayor of Kobe, His Worship Mr. Kazutoshi Sasayama, Mayor of
Kobe, and all their officers and staff without whose help and assistance my stay in
Japan would not have been that fruitful.

Sayonara with a promise to meet you again in the near future.
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THE INDIAN COMMUNITY IN KANSAI

THE INDIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE—JAPAN
THE INDIAN SOCIAL SOCIETY
THE INDIA CLUB

[ MPERIAL TrADING Co., L TD.

EXPORTERS & IMPORTERS

P. G . Box HIGASHI 301 CABLE ADDRESS TEL .(D6)266-1176
Osaka , Japan “IKONKAR" (06)264-5738/8
TELEX FAX .(06)266-8644

J 64722 IKONKAR

With the Compliments

of
JUPITER INTERNATIONAL CORP.

PORT P. 0. BOX NO. 572
KOBE-(JAPAN)
CABLE ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

*JUPITERSTAR"” KOBE KOBE(078) 392-0987
TELEX: J78609 NISCHAL '

FAX:(078) 392-0988

MAGANLAL NAGINDAS & CO.,(JAPAN)LTD .,
EXPORTERS IMPORTERS & MANUFACTURERS REP .

PRESIDENT MANAGER
G . RAMANLAL MAHESH H . JOSHI
EDOMACHI BLDG ., 528 CABLE “"KAPALTEX" KOBE TELEPHONE
08, EDOMACHI, TELEX NO. C/O J73450 “KOBINBTH" OFFICE KOBE(078)112-4861
CHUO-KU , KOBE , 850, JARPAN ATTN , KOB-197/MAGANL RESIDENCE(078)241-6060

PORT P. O . BOX 5§31, KOBE FAX:(D78)332-4063




GREETINGS FROM

M. NATHURMAL BROS.

PORT P.0. BOX 645, CABLE ADDRESS TEL: (078)232-1823/6
KOBE, JAPAN "NATHURMAL" KOBE FAX: (078)232-0702
TELEX :

J78859 MONACAL

GREETINGS
ON
THIRTYTH ANIVERSARY

JAPAN INDIA CULTURAL SOCIETY

FROM

ORIENT PEARL CO., LTD.

S. R. CHODHRY FAMILY
KOBE

L%i&mm} e%/é é.@}"m&/ %

Office: 1-18 Kitano-cho, 3-Chome Chuo-ku, Kobe. Tel:(078)222-6600
Ramsons House 2nd Floor 222-6611
Mail address: P.O. Box 979 Kobe Port, Kobe, 651-01 Japan 231-6844
Cables: "PALLAVI”,“FUSIRA"” &
n PEARLSBRIGHT"” KOBE.
Specialtics MANUFACTURER & EXPORTER Telex: ]78450 KORINBTH

ATTN. KOB-338
SOUTH SEAPEARLS, JEWELRIES & CARVINGS CORALS, PEARLS-CULTURED, CHINA
PEARLS, BIWAKO PEARLS, KESHIPEARLS, & MABEPEARLS.

WITH COMPLIMENTS
OF

UNIVERSAL PEARL CORPORATION
(Mr. L. D. JHAVERI)

2-8 KITANO-CHO, 3-CHOME, EVEREST, CHUO-KU
- KOBE, JAPAN
T N.231-2385




With the Compliments
of

ASIA SINJU BOEKI SHOKAI

{(MR. P. D. CHOKSI)
PORT P. 0. BOX 298
KOBE, JAPAN

CABLE ADDRESS: "ASIASINJU” KOBE TELEPHONE: 242-114|
TELEX:J78501 ASIAPERL

WITH BEST COMPLIMNTS
FROM

Importers, Exporters and Manufacturers of :
PEARLS, PRECIOUS STONESU, DIAMONDS ~~ l
AND JEWELLERY ETC. J aveena eares

YAMAMOTODCRI, 2-CHOME 3-8, HAYAMA-HEIGHT 601. CHU-0-KU KOBE, JAPAN.
TEL:KCBE (078) 222-7026 FAX: (078) 222-7026

PRAFUL S. JAVERI
PARAS PEARLS

TEL.LO78]231-8170 FAX(O78)222-3383

IMPACT
INTERNATIONAL ImPACT

TRADE DIVISION

JAPAN, KOBE-SHI-851 IDEAS INT

CHUOKU. IKUTA-CHO 1-CHOME =
7.33. SHIVA MANSION(3E)
TELEPHONE : 078-261-1991
TELEFAX :078-261-1992
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KOBE

SANNOMIYA
MEIJI SEIMEI BUILDING (Opposite City Hall's Flower Clack)
B-3-1, Isogami-dori, Chuo-kuKobe 651
Tat.(078)251-4359,7158

*

PORT ISLAND
DAIEI PORT ISLAND SHOPPING CENTER
{Opposite Chuo Shimin Byoin)
3-2-§, Minatojima Nakamachi, Chuo-ku, Kobe 650
Tel.(078)302-5728,5729

FUKUOKA

KBC BUILDING 9TH FLOOR
1-1, Nagahama 1-chome, Chuc-ku,Fukuoka E10
Tel. (082)716-6633

XayLord

EEESEES ISR EE b PSS E RISt P

uthentic Indian Cuisine

ashokka

OSAKA

B201, OSAKA MARU BIRU
9-20, Umeda-1, Kita~ku,0Osaka
Tel:(06)346-0333

KYOTO

iF., SIKUSUI BIRU
Nakano-cho Téramachi
Shijo—agaru, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto
"Tel:(075)241-1318

FUKUOKA

F, SCLARIA PLAZA BIRU
43~2, Tenjin 2~chome, Chuo—ku, Fukucka 810
Tek(092)733-7608

a
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Edmonds Community College, Japan Campus

SI.T. k5Pt & i s L3R

(School for International Training)

WE & H 3A !l

CKEFETEE) T6 53 MEHEERIEATEISSS (078)631-0860
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SUMITOMO RUBBER INDUSTRIES, LTD.
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“HOUSE OF EXOTIC INDIAN FOOD™

wine and dine at .....

IMER_

INDIAN RESTAURANT

KANAYALAL BUILDING
4-8-4, KUMOCHI CHO,
CHUO-KU, KOBE, 651
TEL: (078)231-8092

¢ TIME -1 1:30~2:30
5:00~9:30






